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THEBEST OF KERALA

A 13 NIGHHOLIDAYTINERARMN &“OOS OWN COUNTRY
COCHIN, MUNNAR, PERIYAR, KUMARKOM, THE BACKWATERS AND MARARI BEACH

Day 1¢ you will be met aCochin[Kochi]airport and transferredin an A/C car with

English speaking driveld Brunton Boatyard Hote] Fort CochinBrunton Boatyards

an elegant 5* hotel situated just 100 yards from the fishing nets and close to Fort
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originally buried.

The Brunton Boatyard, Fort Cochin, Krala, south India

Fort Cochin is the old colonial part of Kochi, #es dzSSy 2F GKS I NI oAl Yy {
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which were introduced by traders from the court of Kublai Khan, are the landmark of

the Malabar CoasfThe day is at leisure so you can gently ease your way into India.
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Day 2¢ after breakfast a guided tour of Cochin taking
in the Dutch Palacfactually built by the Portuguesa
1555 and renovated by the Bzh in 1653], the Jewish
Synagoge [1568] andhe Ernakulam Market. In the |~
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Kathakali is the traditional ritualistic artform uséar
centuriesto preserve the stories of the Vedas.
Elaborate costumes and gestures make the kathaka
dancers smething special to behold.
Brunton Boatyard
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Day 3¢ transfer[in an A/C car with English speaking driterMunnar, a hill station
high in the Western Ghats. The journey from sea level to 6,000ft takes you through
the fantastic range of Keralan vegétam and
landscapes. You will see, as you ascend, cultivation
coconuts, pineapples, rubber, coffee, pepper,
cardamom, vanilla and eventually emerge in the
landscape of tea. Lunch is taken along the way.
Munnar literally means three rivers and is situchiat
the confluence of three mountain streams. Here the
temperature will be 810° C lower than the coast and
in January and February a light sweater will be need
for the evening.

Windermere Estateg a family run hotel set amongst 60 acres of Worklngmiaon

with stunning views over the Ghats. The five deluxe rooms and five cottages are very
comfortably furnished and there is a small dining room catering for guests only.
Walks through the estate are organised daily. Windermere is intimate and tranquil,
the perfect place to relax and unwind and explore the tea plantations and hills.

WindermereEstate and the Western Ghats
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Day 4- Visit to Eravikulam National Park to walk the hills and possibly see ldn@ Ni

Thar [a rare mountain goat[The Park is situated at the crest of the AnalismnRange
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barking deer, giant Malabar squirrel, wolf, elephant and vulture. The walking is

gentle on a reasonable track

Windermere Estate

The sunsets are usually spactilar as you look west from the top of the Ghats.

Day 5¢ after breakfast a fascinating drive
throughthe tea plantations and gradual
descent of 3,000ft to the spice growing
areas. Your destination is Thekkaddy at th
entrance to the PeriyaNationalPark and
Wildlife Sanctuary.

Spice Village aneco conscious hotel
whereeach dwelling is thatched with
elephant grass and offers simple luxury a
privacy. Throughout the village, the
atmosphere is relaxed and enchanting.

Day 6¢ after breakfast a gdied walk through a spice plantation to see cultivation of
cardamom, pepper, vanilla and coffee. In
the early evening a cruise oake Periyar

to see the animals come down to the lake
to drink. This amazingly beautiful national
parkowes it'sexistence tahe construction
of a dam on the river Periyam 1895.The
resulting reservoir measurdsb square
kilometresand the Park itself measures 77
square kilometres. It is one of 18 Parks in
India which make up Project Tiger and
whilst it boasts a healthy popation of big cats, due to the topography, the chances
of a sighting are quite rare. However, you will see; elephants, monkeys, wild boar,
antelope, darters, cormorants, ospreys, kingfishers, drongos, fish owvds, k
hornbills, hill nynahs herons, whiteegrets and doles

Spice Village

Day 7¢ after breakfast you descend again to sea level and enter the famous
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but fragile ecesystem.

Coconut LagoopKumarakong said b be [by National Geographic] one of the 15

most beautiful places on earth, will be your home for the next two days.
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A Coconut Lagoon IHeage Villag private pool villas are also available

The Coconut Lagoon is on the shores of Lake Vembanad designed as a
traditional Kerala village and each of the wooden howsse an original Kerala
Tharavadyfamily houseprought from all over the state and carefull-assembled
by the local, skilled craftsmehlere you can stay in a heritage cottage, a larger
heritage mansion or if your budgetill stretch a private pool villawhich as the
name implies has a small swimming pool within a walled gacd#slightful.

Day 8¢ at leisure at Coconut Lagoo8it in the butterfly garden or by the pool.
Alternatively take a canoe out on the backwaters.
Coconut Lagoon

Day 9¢ a shorttransfer by A/C car to the shores of the Arabian téas you tahe

Marari Beach ResorfThis is a 5* resort set back from a palm fringetite sand
beach

There is a large swimming pool with sun terrace near the main buffet restaurant, bar
and an arphitheatre where culturaperformances take placdhe" beachshack"
set amongst the @conut palms fronting the beach serves delicious fish and sea food.

The resort has its own Ayurvedizntreand yoga sessions are free each sunrise and
sunset.
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Each dy, in the late afternoonthe local fisherman will land their catch on the
beach. You will probably be invited to help haul in the nets.

N

Days 10/11/12 and 1% at leisure at Marari Beach Resort. However, on one of these
lazy days you cachoosea backwa NE ONXzA aS 2y | W1 Sdddz@ £ t dzv
houseboat

A Wettuvallant]rice-barge] houseboat and a typical backwaters scene
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and small canals that supports an incredible variety of wildbiéticularly birds, and

where you will see traditinal village life as it has been lived for centuries. For many

travellers the backwaters cruise is the high spot of a Keralan holiday. It provides a

feeling of intense tranquillity as you glide slowly through the palms and rice paddies,

stopping occasionBbl to visit a village, a temple or a church.
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delicious linch will be served on board.
Marari Beach Resort

Day 14¢ transfer [90 minutes] to Cochin airport and return to .UK

The beach at Mararikulam



