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Discover Rajasthan ltinerary

Day 1 ARRIVE DELHI
Upon arrival at Delhi International airport you will be met in the arrival hall by an Ellison
Roberts representative who will assist you to your hotel.

Overnight at the Oberoi Maidens, Delhi.

Day 2 DELHI

This morning go down to Old Delhi to visit the Jama
Masjid - The Mosque of Friday, built between 1644 and
1658 in the reign of Shah Jahan. Then to Raj Ghat
where Mahatma Gandhi was cremated, and the Red
Fort - the palace for Shah Jahan’s new capital,
Shahjahanabad, the seventh Muslim city on the Delhi
site. Wander in the busy and chaotic streets of the mile
long Chandni Chowk, popularly called “The Silver
Street”.

In the afternoon you will be introduced to New Delhi.

You will visit the Qutab Minar, the 239ft sandstone tower

is an Indo-Islamic architectural wonder of ancient India,

along with a number of other important monuments in i
the complex. Then to Humayun’s Tomb - this tomb, built
in 1570, is of particular cultural significance as it was the
first garden-tomb on the Indian subcontinent. It inspired
several major architectural innovations, culminating in
the construction of the Taj Mahal. This is followed by the
Lotus Temple, India Gate, Laxmi Narayan Temple,
Parliament House [exterior] and the President’s Palace. i
The city is built in a typically British colonial style with tree-lined avenues, colonlal bungalows,
the Parliament House, the War Memorial Arch and the Vice Regal Palace, now the official
residence of the President of India.

Overnight at the Oberoi Maidens, Delhi.



Day 3 DELHI — MANDAWA [150 Miles: 5 Hrs]

In the morning you will drive to Shekhawati and arrive at
Mandawa, a remote feudal principality in the centre of Shekhawati
region. The Rajput ruler of Mandawa built a fort in 1755 to protect
this trading outpost on the ancient caravan routes from China and
the Middle East. The township that grew around the fort attracted
a large community of traders, who settled here. When the caravan
traffic ceased in the late 18" century, the traders created business
empires in other parts of the country, but returned to Mandawa to
build palatial mansions in their hometown.

In the afternoon you explore Mandawa known for its colourful
frescoes on a wide variety of subjects ranging from the religious to
the erotic; from copies of popular English prints to witty social
satire rendered in the inimitable style of local artists. Every home
here is adorned with gaily-painted murals that illuminate the arid
landscape.

Overnight at Castle Mandawa.

Day 4 MANDAWA — BIKANER [102 Miles: 3 Hrs]

Today you drive further to the desert town of Bikaner. Situated in the northern Thar Desert.
Bikaner owes many of its finest buildings to one remarkable man, the late Maharaja Ganga
Singh [1880-1943] who single-handedly transformed his backward feudal domain into
Rajasthan greenery by building the Ganga Canal, turning the surrounding deserts into lush,
green fields. The town is not yet on the main tourist route yet has some of the most interesting
temples and the fort is particularly fine.

Rest of the day is at leisure.

Overnight at the Gajner Palace, Bikaner.

Day 5 BIKANER

In the morning a half-day sightseeing tour will include a visit to

the unusual Junagarh Fort, unlike all the major forts of

Rajasthan, which are on hilltops, this one was built on the

desert plains itself. The Jain temple is unusual for its frescoes

and the descendants of the original artists are still practising

their highly skilled craft in the town to this day. A visit to the

Lallgarh and Laxmi Vilas palaces, both now heritage hotels, is

recommended and you can take lunch in the courtyard. In the

afternoon you visit the National Camel Breeding Farm. Set

amid rolling sand dunes, this farm is set up to produce superior strains of camel, both for
domestic haulage as well as for military use. Your excursion to Deshnoke takes you to the
famous Rat Temple of Goddess Karni Mata. It's probably the only place where rats are
revered and is an interesting cultural experience!

On the return trip a short stop at the Royal Cenotaphs is well worthwhile.

Overnight at the Gajner Palace, Bikaner.



Day 6 BIKANER — JAISALMER [206 Miles: 8 Hrs]

Later in the morning you will be driven to Jaisalmer — the golden city, carved in yellow
sandstone, standing tall against miles of gleaming sand. Founded in 1156 AD by Maharawal
Jaisal, Jaisalmer’s location kept it almost untouched by outside influences and even during
the days of the Raj, Jaisalmer was the last to sign the Instrument of Agreement with the
British. Arrive late afternoon, when you are free to relax and unwind.

Overnight at Fort Rajwada Hotel, Jaisalmer.

Day 7 JAISALMER

In the morning visit Jaisalmer Fort that stands almost 30
meters over the city. It is the only fort in the world which
has a population of over a thousand people living within
its walls. Beautiful carvings adorn many of the large
Havelis (merchant’s houses) and the fort and temples
are splendid. Although very popular the hustle and
bustle gives an impression of life within the walls as it
must have been at the height of its power.

Rest of the day is at leisure.
Overnight at Fort Rajwada Hotel, Jaisalmer.
Day 8 JAISALMER — MANWAR [143 Miles: 5.5 Hrs]

Today you drive to Manvar. Experience the desert in its true with a camel safari, fiery sunset
and nights gathered around a fire with traditional entertainment whilst living as the Maharajas
did on their hunting expeditions.

Overnight is in luxury tented accommodation.

Day 9 MANWAR

Full day is at leisure for desert activities.

Overnight is in luxury tented accommodation.

NB. If the thought of two nights under canvas, no matter how luxurious, fills you with horror
then the same people run an excellent resort with bar, pool etc. and you can still have the
desert experience.

Day 10 MANWAR — ROHET [66 Miles: 1.5 Hrs]

In the morning, you will drive to Rohet. The village offers a 350-year-old house, which has
been converted into a delightful heritage hotel lying beside a huge lake. The lake attracts
migratory birds during winter. The traditionally decorated hotel organizes safaris into the
adjoining villages where you can see weavers, potters and the Bishnoi, tribal shepherds. The
Bishnoi belief in the sanctity of the environment and the need to protect trees and animals
dates from the 15™ century.

Overnight at Rohet Garh.



Day 11 ROHET

Today you will be taken for a tour of Jodhpur visiting
Mehrangarh Fort — a place that is in the itinerary of every
visitor to Jodhpur. The Fort is a testimony to the military
and economic might of the Rajputs. The fort is spread
over an area of 5 k m at a height of about 125 meters
above the city. The panorama of the city from the fort is
fascinating, with stunning views of the blue painted
Brahmins houses. The fort houses a collection of
traditional paintings and artefacts from the Maharaja’s
extensive collection.

Overnight at Rohet Garh.

Day 12 ROHET

This morning you will be taken on a jeep safari out to the

Bishnoi Tribal area. Rohetgarh has pioneered a unique

tour, which introduces its guests to local cultures and

traditions. Because of the host family's special bond with

different communities among the local people which

goes back several generations you are taken into homes

and received with warmth and affection. Guests interact

with various communities living in the area and share

and understand their worlds. The Bishnoi, protectors of

nature for five centuries and arguably the world's first

ecologists are responsible for the survival of species such as the black-buck antelope and
maintain their traditions as farmers, animal herders, weavers and potters to the present day.

Rest of the day is at leisure.

Overnight at Rohet Garh.

Day 13 ROHET — UDAIPUR [136 Miles: 4 Hrs]

A leisurely drive this morning takes you to the

romantic town of Udaipur. Enroute visit

Ranakpur — the largest Jain temple complex in

India dating from the 15th century. The main

temple is dedicated to Adinath, the first

Tirthankar. Intricate carvings detail mythological

figures, patterns and motifs on the walls, pillars

and domes. There are 1444 ornately carved

marble pillars in the complex and none of them

are the same. The beautiful lace-like interiors of the domes are a superb example of western
Indian temple style. Set in dense forest this is an unforgettable site not to be missed The
Surya temple and other temples are side attractions.

Note: Leather belts, footwear, bare legs and black clothing are not allowed).

On arrival check in at the Lake Palace Hotel.



Day 14 UDAIPUR
Breakfast at the hotel.

In the morning take a tour of the City Palace which
overlooks Lake Pichola. The City Palace was built in
1725 of granite and marble with filigreed balconies,
ornate windows and craftsmanship in glass. The royal
palace walls stretch over a mile on the eastern side of
the lake. Within the palace is a maze of courtyards,
apartments and decorated halls. The rooms are covered
with frescoes, displays of royal processions, stone and
glass mosaics and ornamental doors and painted
windows.

After lunch, you may wish to explore the city - narrow streets lined by vivid coloured stalls,
gardens, temples and palaces - every feature, mirrored in the placid blue waters of Lake
Pichola. Evening is free to relax and enjoy the exceptionally beautiful setting of your island
home.

Overnight at the Lake Palace Hotel.

Day 15 UDAIPUR
Breakfast at the hotel.

Today you drive to Shikarbadi. The hotel nestles on
the foothills of the Aravalli mountain range that
provides a picturesque backdrop to this sanctuary-
resort. Shikarbadi was formerly one of the hunting
lodges of the Royal Family of Mewar. The wildlife at
Shikarbadi Hotel - spotted deer, nilgai, monkeys,
peacocks, and migratory birds' adds a touch of
adventure in a hotel far from the hustle and bustle of
city life. The Hotel has a private airstrip and houses
one of the oldest polo fields and cricket fields of
Udaipur as well as the Royal Stud farm.

Rest of the day is at leisure for wildlife and bird watching or horse riding.
Overnight at Shikarbadi Hotel, Udaipur.

Day 16 UDAIPUR - JAIPUR [OW 3301: 0820-0925 Hrs]
Breakfast at the hotel.

Today you will be transferred to Udaipur airport to
connect with your flight to Jaipur. Upon arrival at
Jaipur an Ellison Roberts representative will meet you
& transfer you to your hotel. Jaipur (City of Victory)
was founded by Maharaja Sawai Jai Singh Il in 1727.
It is the only city in the world symbolizing the nine
divisions of the Universe through nine rectangular
sectors sub-dividing it. The city was painted pink in
1853 in honour of the visit by Prince Albert. Except for
the busy traffic of bicycles, cars and buses, little
seems to have changed.

Rest of the day is at leisure.

Overnight at Shahpura House, Jaipur.



Day 17 JAIPUR

In the morning visit the Amber fort with elephant ride. This fort-palace was begun by Raja
Man Singh and used by the Rajputs as their stronghold until Sawai Jai Singh 1l moved to the
newly created Jaipur. You will visit the palace and its many intricate chambers and hallways,
which has views of the Jal Mahal (Water Palace) below.

In the afternoon take a half-day tour of the city of Jaipur
visiting the Maharaja’s City Palace, the Jantar-Mantar
Observatory and the Palace of the Winds. Built in 1799,
by Maharaja Sawai Pratap Singh, the 'Hawa Mahal'
(Palace of the Wind), is one of the major landmarks of
Jaipur. The monument with a spectacular view of Jaipur
city with road avenues, intersections and colourful
crowds in the market, was originally conceived with the
aim of enabling ladies of the royal household to watch
the everyday life and royal processions in the city
without being seen by others.

Overnight at Shahpura House, Jaipur

Day 18 JAIPUR — AGRA [146 Miles: 5.5 Hrs]

Leave for Agra after breakfast. Enroute visit Fatehpur
Sikri. The deserted capital of Fatehpur Sikri was built by
Emperor Akbar in 1569 and abandoned 15 years later
due to a severe scarcity of water. You will visit the
graceful buildings within such as the Jami Masjid, the
tomb of Salim Chisti, the Panch Mahal and other
palaces.

After visiting Fatehpur Sikri proceed to visit Bharatpur

Bird Sanctuary. The town of Bharatpur, about 40 km

south of Agra, is renowned for its World Heritage-listed

bird sanctuary, the Keoladeo Ghana National Park. Once the hunting estate of the Maharajas
of Bharatpur, the 29 sq km piece of marshland with over 360 species is one of the finest bird
sanctuaries in the world; A handful of Siberian cranes arrive here annually. Commonly seen
birds include egrets, ducks, storks, kingfishers, cranes, spoonbills, falcons, etc. There are
also animals like deer, hyenas, wildcats, wild boars, and rock pythons.

Continue your drive to Agra after visiting Bharatpur. Upon arrival at Agra, proceed to check in
at your hotel. Rest of the day is at leisure.

Overnight is at the Taj View Hotel, Agra.
Day 19 AGRA

Early morning sunrise visit to the Taj Mahal. The Taj Mahal

is everything that has been said about it and more. Taking

22 years and 20,000 men to build, the white marble was

guarried 200 miles away and was transported to the site by

a fleet of 1000 elephants. Built by the Mughal Emperor Shah

Jahan as an expression of his love for his wife Mumtaz

Mabhal, in mid 17th century, the Taj Mahal is truly one of the

wonders of the world. Though the Taj appears to be

amazingly perfect from almost any angle, it is the close-up

marble inlay work,which is really impressive.

Return to the hotel for breakfast. After breakfast proceed to visit Agra Fort, an outstanding
example of Mughal architecture. This was the seat of Mughal rule and administration and the



present structure owes its origins to Akbar who erected the walls and
gates and the first buildings on the eastern banks of Yamuna River.
Shah Jehan added the impressive quarters and the mosque while
Aurangzeb added the outer ramparts. Visit to the Hall of Public Audience
and the Royal Pavilions.

In the evening visit the Taj Mahal at sunset to see the beauty of this
monument as it changes with the light and presents different facets at
different times of the day.

Overnight is at the Taj View Hotel, Agra.

Day 20 AGRA — DELHI [128 Miles: 4.5 Hrs]
Breakfast at the hotel.

Today you will drive back to Delhi.

Upon arrival, proceed to check in at your hotel. Rest of the day is at leisure for independent
activities.

Overnight at the Oberoi Maidens, Delhi.

Day 21 DEPART DELHI

Today you will be transferred to Delhi International airport to connect with your flight back
home.

Accommodation suggestions

Delhi — Oberoi Maidens

One of Delhi’s oldest hotels dating from 1903 it
retains its colonial charm and atmosphere whilst
providing all the modern comforts. Set in 9 acres
of gardens and grounds in the quiet North Delhi
residential area yet still convenient for the major
attractions. The rooms are spacious and well
furnished and there is a bar, restaurant and good
sized pool with pool side bar.

Mandawa — Castle Mandawa

Castle Mandawa, a fortress now converted into a
heritage hotel, is a curious mixture of old and new
with turreted towers and palanquin-roofed
balconies. There are 70 rooms all furnished with
antique and period furniture and no two rooms are
alike. There is a bar, restaurant and pool with spa.

In the evening enjoy a candlelit dinner on the

lawns or around a bonfire in the courtyard, which

is accompanied by the performance of a fire dancer who sways to the beat of traditional
drums.



Bikaner — Gajner Palace

This Royal Palace was built on the banks of GaLner Lake
by Sir Ganga Singhiji in the early years of the 20" century.
Its original function was to host grand shoots and lavish
entertainments. Set in six thousand acres of reserve,
around thirty minutes drive from Bikaner, the area is now a
wildlife reserve and hosts many migratory birds as well as
deer, boar and antelope. Horse riding and nature walks
can be arranged. The rooms and public areas are all well
appointed and furnished in regal style.

Jaisalmer - Fort Rajwada Hotel

Set in 6 acres of grounds just outside the city with views
over the Fort. Built in the local traditional style and
materials and incorporating many antique elements within
the design. The rooms are all well appointed with all the
usual facilities. There are three restaurants, a bar and a
large pool as well as attractive gardens and outdoor eating
areas.

Manwar — desert camp

A luxurious tented encampment in the Thar Desert
recreating the Maharaja’s hunting encampments.
Situated in the dunes each tent is provided with wc
and shower. Dinner each evening is accompanied by
a display of local traditional folk dancing. Camel
safaris to the local desert villages are provided as well
as explanations of traditional life.

Jodhpur — Rohet Garh

Founded in 1622 this premier heritage hotel has
been restored and renovated to the highest
standards. There are 34 individual rooms all with
modern facilities, extensive grounds with manicured
lawns and gardens, spectacular pool and excellent
food. Cooking classes and horse riding are available
as well as a full programme of local visits.

Udaipur — Lake Palace

The iconic hotel of Udaipur and perhaps all of India set
on an island in Lake Pichola.

The rooms and public areas are all superbly appointed
and everything for your comfort is supplied with
impeccable service by the attentive and highly trained
staff. An experience not to be missed.



Udaipur — Shikarbadi

The hotel nestles on the foothills of the Aravalli

mountain range that provides a picturesque

backdrop to this sanctuary-resort. Shikarbadi was
formerly one of the hunting lodges of the Royal

Family of Mewar. The wildlife at Shikarbadi Hotel -
spotted deer, nilgai, monkeys, peacocks, and

migratory birds adds a touch of adventure in a hotel

far from the hustle and bustle of city life. The Hotel

has a private airstrip and houses one of the oldest

polo fields and cricket fields of Udaipur as well as

the Royal Stud farm. There are well laid out

gardens, a pool, bar, restaurant and lakeside eating area.
The rooms are comfortable but in need of some updating, however the setting and service
make up for any shortcomings.

Jaipur — Shahpura House

Set in a quiet side street in a predominantly residential
area this heritage hotel is a real find.

Originally created as the home of the rulers of the
Shekhawat clan of Rajputs the descendants now run
this as a hotel whilst still living there. The rooms are all
individually designed and furnished, with modern
ensuite facilities. The rooftop restaurant, public areas
and pool are all decorated with traditional frescoes.
The mirrored ceiling of the Sheesh Mahal is
particularly impressive.

Agra — Taj View
One of the premier hotels in this popular city owned and run by the
renowned Taj group.

This modern hotel is situated close to the Taj Mahal with many
rooms having a view of the celebrated monument. Coffee shop, bar,
restaurants, pool and gardens. All the facilities one would expect of a
top flight hotel.

TOUR COST (based on 2 people sharing a twin/double room)
From £2250 including internal flights



Accommodation Summary

PLACE NIGHTS Hotels Room
Delhi 02 Nts Oberoi Maidens Superior
Room
Mandawa 01 Nt Castle Mandawa Standard
Room
Bikaner 02 Nts Gajner Palace Deluxe
Room
Jaisalmer 02 Nts Fort Rajwada Deluxe
Room
Manvar 02 Nts Manvar Desert Tented
Camp Camp
Rohet 03 Nts Rohet Garh Deluxe
Room
Udaipur 02 Nts Lake Palace Luxury
Room
Udaipur 01 Nt Shikarbadi Deluxe
Room
Jaipur 02 Nts Shahpura House Suite
Room
Agra 02 Nts Taj View Deluxe Taj
Facing
Delhi 01 Nt Oberoi Maidens Superior
Room

Tour Cost Includes:

20 Nights accommodation on twin share as per hotels mentioned above.
Accommodation is generally on a room and breakfast basis.

All transportation, transfers and sightseeing by an exclusive chauffeur driven air-
conditioned car .

All entrances to monuments as specified in the itinerary.

Two visits to Taj Mahal in Agra.

Elephant ride at Amber fort in Jaipur.

Rickshaw ride for bird watching at Bharatpur.

Services of an English speaking local guide in each city, during sightseeing and visits
to monuments.

Porterage at airport and hotels.

Mineral water in the car.

All applicable Taxes.

Caps and shoe covers for use during sightseeing and at monuments.

Tour Cost excludes:
Meals other than specified above
International Airfares
Any expense of a personal nature e.g. drinks, laundry, telephone calls etc
Any other expense not mentioned as included.
Charges for any optional tours suggested in the itinerary above.



