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HOMESTAYS AND HERITAGE HOUSES  
 

 

TRANQUIL RESORT  ï in Wayanad, north ern  

Kerala , this superb jungle hideaway is the 

regular winner of the óBest Homestayô award 

from the Keralan tourist board.  

 

Tranquil is a 400  acre fully operational coffee, 

vanilla, card amom and p epper plantation set 

amidst the lush vegetation of the Wayanad rain 

forest.  Tranquil is classy and comfortable and 

your hosts Victor and Ranjini Dey will make your 

stay very special indeed. The suites are beautiful 

and well maintained. There is a lso tree -house 

accommodation  but this needs to be booked well 

in advance . 

 

 

AYISHA MANZIL  ï this former judgeôs lodging 

built in 1862 near Tellicherry in north Kerala has 

a dignified and stately ambience, somewhat 

belied by the effervescence of owner TM M oosa 

and his wife Faiza, who is herself well known as 

one of south Indiaôs greatest cooks. Inside 

Ayisha Manzil you will find terracotta - tiled floors, 

regal furnishings, and a maze of spacious rooms 

linked with living spaces, mezzanine levels and 

balconies  facing the Arabian Sea . There are 

seven palatial suites where you can enjoy the 

royal comforts of four -poster beds, traditional 

dressing rooms and bathrooms kitted out with 

modern creature comforts. Outside you can 

relax on the palm - fringed  terrace overlo oking 

the ocean view ï a perfect place for breakfast 

and sundowners. There is also an emerald tiled 

outdoor swimming pool that is reminiscent of 

ancient temple pools in Kerala.   

Cookery courses are a specialty here.  
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MOTTYôS HOMESTAY ï A traditi onal Keralan 

home in Alleppey, south of Cochin in the heart of 

the backwaters . Arriving at Mottyôs is like 

discovering the home of a long - lost uncle in the 

heart of the Kerala backwaters. Motty and Lali 

invite you to enjoy the culture, cuisine and 

landscap es of Kerala from the comfort of their 

traditional heritage home. Motty is a good friend 

of ours ï highly recommended.  

 

 

 

 

 

OLAVIPE HOMESTAY  ï Set amidst the lush 

tropical greenery of Olavipe Island, Parayil Ho me 

'Thekkanatt' is one of five heritage h omes  

bel onging to the Parayil Tharakans, a well -

known Syrian Christian family of Kerala. Tracing 

their history over 250 years, the family proudly 

claims amongst its sons one Marquis, two Grand 

Chevaliers, three members of Kerala ôs 

Legislative Assembly, several  senior government 

officials and social leaders.  This century -old 

mansion is located on a forty -acre organic farm 

on the banks of the Kaithappuzha Backwater, 

the national waterway between Cochin and 

Alleppey . 

 

 

EMERALD ISLE  ï In the beautiful waterways an d 

backwaters of the Kuttanad region of Central 

Kerala lies Emerald Isle, an exotic haven of 

tranquillity, seemingly remote from city life, yet 

barely 10 kilometres from Alleppey Town. 

Tucked away on this delightful island lies the 

Emerald Isle Villa, an an cestral country house 

set in 7 acres of secluded grounds.  

Emerald Isle Villa is situated on an island 

resplendent with exotic flora, breathtaking 

flowers, myriad birds and butterflies to make for 

a memorable holiday, affordable and 

unforgettable. A truly wonderful way to spend 

your time on the banks of the backwaters of 

Kerala.  
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PHILIPPKUTTYôS FARM -  Experience the 

backwaters on a family run farm with five  well 

furnished and immaculately maintained 

waterfront cottages. Set on an island, reclaim ed 

from the backwaters by the ownerôs grandfather, 

in Lake Vembanad , the farm is reached by boat 

from the nearby road. All the five villas are 

spacious, independent and located on the outer 

dyke facing the peaceful backwaters. The villas 

are named óChempakamô, óMandharamô, 

óAshokamô , 'Ponmaan' and 'Madatha' after 

popular local flower plants, trees and birds. The 

first villa óChempakamô, designed by Swiss 

architect Karl Damscen is an open plan affair. 

The other four, óMandharamô, óAshokamô, 

'Ponmaan' and 'M adatha' are designed by 

Thomas Dominic from Kochi, and have a 

separate living room, bedroom and ósit-outô. The 

five villas are filled with antiques, including 

some beautifully carved and crafted doors and 

windows, which were meticulously collected 

over a p eriod of time. There is no air -

conditioning, no telephone and no TV in any of 

the villas. TV and telephones are available at 

the family house , should the need arise.  

The perfect place to savour and explore Keralan Syrian Christian cuisine prepared by 

the f amily. Food is definitely one of the highlights of staying at Philipkuttys farm. 

Being a traditional agrarian household, lavish meals are more or less the norm and 

pretty much a way of life. All meals are included in the price.  

 

 

COCONUT ISLAND ï if you w ant privacy there 

can be no better place because Cocount Island 

has just one house on it and itôs all yours. Set on 

a small [50m] island in the backwaters near 

Trichur this is a perfect place to just relax and 

watch the peaceful river flow by. Your meals a re 

prepared by your cook who lives on the next 

island. Trichur, Keralaôs cultural capital is just 15 

minutes away. The amazing elephant sanctuary 

at Guruvayor is similarly close by.  
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KANDATH THARAVAD  -  An ancestral home built 

over 200 years ago. Nothing has really changed 

at the peaceful tharavad which is set against a 

picturesque backdrop of lush green paddy fields. 

An excellent opportunity to experience authentic 

rural life.  Walks through the small villages are a 

delight.  

Your  host Bhagwaldas Ka ndath, great, great 

grandson of the original owner, serves superb 

authentic Malabar cuisine.  Bhagwaldas lived for 

many years in California and he speaks perfect 

English.  

 

 

EVERGREEN -  The Evergreen Estate Bungalow was built in 1955, during a time when 

th e architecture of the Periyar Valley was being influenced by the modernist style. 

Placed atop a gentle hill, amidst a working rubber and spice plantation, not far from 

the little village of Kootickal in Kottayam District, 

the house is remarkable for its ca lm and quite 

surroundings. There are two well appointed 

double rooms for guests.  

Evergreen is the home of Geor ge and Manju 

Abraham and their 9  year old daughter Rose. 

They are a Christian family and extend a very 

warm welcome to guests. This includes grea t 

food and, for the adventurous, a ride on 

Georgeôs elephant. If you prefer something more 

sedate George will take you, as his guest, to the 

Mundakayam Rubber Planters Club.  

Evergreen offers a pleasant, peaceful retreat and 

an insight into the life of the  plantation community.  

 

 

RAHEEM RESIDENCY -  A Heritage Home 

overlooking the beach at Alleppey. The house 

was built in 1868 and was the home of the 

Raheem family for five generations. It has been 

recently been renovated to the very highest 

standards. There  are six bedrooms with a/c and 

superb en -suite bathrooms. The furnishings are 

antique and traditional. All the original features 

have been lovingly restored including the teak 

ceilings, stained glass, carved doors and window 

shutters. There is a courtyard pool, sun terrace, 

Ayurvedic suite and yoga is available daily. The 

rooftop Seaview restaurant serves a wide range 

of Continental, Chinese and Indian cuisine.  
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POOPALLYôS HOMESTAY -  This quiet retreat is the 

real thing, a genuine 150 year old óbackwatersô 

family home where the rural life can be 

experienced in comfort. Dr. Joseph Poopally is a 

charming host and his son Dr. John Poopally and 

the family will make you most welcome. Cookery 

lessons are a feature of this homestay and you 

can learn to prepare t he excellent Keralan 

cuisine. Or, just sit and watch the world go by at 

the leisurely pace of the backwaters.  

 

 

 

 

THOMASCHETTANôS FARM - The two storied 

house, in traditional architectural style, has two 

double occupancy rooms exclusively for guests. 

All the rooms overlook the lush green gardens, 

trees and the fields of the expansive farm that 

surrounds the house in every direction. The 

guests join the family at the table to savour t he 

very best of Kerala cuisine. The well kept organic 

farm grows pineapple , passion fruit, papaya, 

mango, guava, jackfruit, chickoos, different 

plantain varieties, the spices ;  pepper, nutmeg, 

cinnamon , vanilla, ginger, turmeric,  chillie pepper 

medicinal herbs, rice and seasonal green and 

tuberous vegetables.  

 

 

OLAVIPE HOMESTAY ï This lovely old house, s et 

in the middle of a working farm, it is a house of 

openness and light, serenaded by birds, shaded 

by ancient trees and lulled by gentle breeze s 

from the backwaters. The house has four large 

airy bedrooms for guests -  including a  wheel 

chair friendly one.  The host family lives in a 

private wing of the house and is always in 

residence. Your hosts at Olavipe Homestay are 

Parayil Kochupappu Antony Tharakan and his wife 

Rema.  

 

 

 

 

 

 


